
REMARKS 

Claims 1-34 are pending. In the Office Action, the Examiner objected to: the 
declaration as being defective, drawing figure 4, informalities in the specification, and 
further rejected claims 1-34 under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) and §103(a) as being anticipated or 
made obvious by the prior art. By this communication, the Applicant submits: a 
supplemental declaration, revisions to drawing sheet figures two (2) and four (4), 
amendment to the specification, amendment to claims 1-6, 9-12, 14, 25, 27, 30, 31, 33, 
and 34, as well as additional claims 35-49. The appendix below includes a complete set 
of claims, and also marks the changes made to the specification and to the amended 
claims. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the pending claims in view of 
the amendments and the remarks set forth below. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) and $ 103(a) 
In paragraph 7, the Examiner rejected claims 1-3, 7, 8, 13-15, 19-22, 24-26, 30, 
33, and 34 as being anticipated under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) by U.S. Patent No. 6,167,383 to 
Henson (hereinafter Henson). Under 35 U.S.C. §103(a), the Examiner rejected claims 4- 
6, 9-11, 16-18, 27-29, 31 and 32 as being unpatentable over Henson in view of U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,141,653 to Conklin et al. (hereinafter Conkliri), and further rejected claims 12 and 
13 as being unpatentable over Henson in view of Teresko et al. (Teresko et al., Calico 
Technology: Concinity configuration/quotation system, Industry Week, Vol. 245, issue 
23, December 16, 1996, p. 24-26 [PROQUEST]). Applicant respectfully traverses these 
rejections as applied to the amended claims. 

With respect to claim 1, Applicant notes that this claim now recites, inter alia, 
"receiving into a configuration application of the seller a selected feature; 
communicating to a manufacturer the selected feature; receiving from the manufacturer 
an automated response including an availability date" (emphasis added). These 
limitations are discussed in the specification at several places, including page 1 1 line 7 
through page 12 line 9. These limitations advantageously provide for a more optimal 
purchasing decision, and provide a buyer and seller the ability to optimize price and/or 
availability of individual product features in response to resources of the seller and/or 
manufacturer, or respective vendors. 
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Receiving into a configuration application of the seller a selected feature and 
communicating to a manufacturer the selected feature is neither disclosed nor suggested 
by Henson. Henson teaches a web-based online store that includes a configurator, cart, 
and checkout, driven by a database {Henson Abstract). The online store of Henson 
represents only a customer-seller sales process, and does not provide a mechanism for a 
customer to provide information to a manufacturer on the resource supply side of the 
sales process. The historical disconnect between a customer who is configuring a product 
and the manufacturer who will actually make the product is a gap to be closed by the 
instant invention, as discussed in the specification at page 2 lines 4-8. 

Further with respect to claim 1, this claim now includes, "receiving from the 
manufacturer an automated response including an availability date" (emphasis added). 
This limitation is discussed at several places in the specification, including page 15 lines 
11-19, page 18 lines 8-15, and page 20 lines 3-17. Henson neither discloses nor suggests 
receiving an automated response including an availability date in response to information 
sent to a manufacturer of the selected feature. Henson describes merely a customer-seller 
sales process, and does not provide for automated response of availability date from a 
manufacturer of component parts of the configured product. 

Further, the seller of Henson must manually identify long lead time items 
provided from a manufacturer of component parts, with corresponding manual database 
entry within the online store of the seller to apprise customers of long lead time items. 
Henson teaches that "[ojptions are manually identified as worthy of a long lead time 
warning via entry of a flag in. . .the store product database" such that "shoppers. . .receive 
a manually-maintained listing of all items currently marked as significantly extending 
system delivery" (col. 6, lines 61-67). Henson further discloses, "a flag is being set to 
indicate that the selection of a particular option will result in a lead time greater than a 
normal lead time. . ." (col. 15, lines 5-7). Henson does not disclose or suggest a 
mechanism whereby a seller apprises a customer, by an automated response from a 
manufacturer, of an availability date from the manufacturer of a selected feature. 

In sum, independent claim 1 recites at least one limitation that is not taught or 
suggested by Henson, and claim 1 is not anticipated thereby. Dependent claims 2-13, 
which depend directly or indirectly from claim 1 and inherit all the limitations thereof, 
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are patentable over Henson for at least the reasons advanced above in connection with 
claim 1 . Additionally, these claims add further limitations to claim 1 . For example, 
claim 4 now recites, inter alia, "communicating a customer specified availability date to 
at least one of the seller and manufacturer." Henson does not disclose communicating a 
customer specified availability date, and does not anticipate this claim. 

Independent claim 14 is patentable over Henson for substantially the same 
reasons advanced above in connection with claim 1. Specifically, claim 14 now recites, 
inter alia, "communicating the selected product feature to the supplier, and for 
communicating over the Internet an availability date of that product feature from the 
supplier to the configuration application" (emphasis added). Henson does not disclose or 
suggest communication over the Internet between the configuration application and 
supplier. On the contrary, the configurator of Henson is "within the commerce 
application" (col. 5 lines 10-1 1) and thus "linked to the database" (col. 5 line 12-13) 
within the online store. In Henson, "the database and the online commerce application • 
that drives the database make up the online store" (col. 5, lines 47-49). Henson does not 
disclose or suggest the configuration application separated away from the supplier, and 
does not disclose or suggest communication between the supplier and the configuration 
application over the Internet. 

In sum, independent claim 14 recites at least one limitation that is not taught or 
suggested by Henson, and claim 14 is not anticipated thereby. Dependent claims 15-26, 
which depend directly or indirectly from claim 14 and inherit all the limitations thereof, 
are patentable over Henson for at least the reasons advanced above in connection with 
claim 14. 

With respect to independent claim 30, Applicant notes that this claim now recites, 
inter alia, "communicating a customer specified availability date to the manufacturer." 
As discussed above with respect to claim 4, Henson does not disclose or suggest 
communicating a customer specified availability date. On the contrary, the manually 
maintained long lead time flags in Henson provide merely a warning to the customer, in a 
take-it or leave-it manner. Claim 30 recites at least one limitation that is not taught or 
suggested by Henson, and is not anticipated thereby. 
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Similarly, with respect to independent claim 33, Applicant notes that this claim 
now recites, inter alia, "communicating a customer specified availability date to the 
manufacturer." As discussed with respect to claim 30, Henson does not disclose a 
mechanism by which a customer can supply alternative sales terms. Claim 33 recites at 
least one limitation that is not taught or suggested by Henson, and is not anticipated 
thereby. 

Independent claim 34 is patentable over Henson for substantially the same 
reasons advanced above in connection with claim 14. Claim 34 now recites, inter alia, 
"communicating over the Internet an availability date of that product feature from the 
supplier to the configuration application means" (emphasis added). As noted above with 
respect to claim 14, Henson does not disclose or suggest communication over the Internet 
between the supplier and configuration application means. Henson does not disclose or 
suggest the supplier being separated away from the configuration application means, and 
does not disclose or suggest communication between the supplier and the configuration 
application means over the Internet. Claim 34 recites at least one limitation that is not 
taught or suggested by Henson, and is not anticipated or made obvious thereby. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

At paragraph 9-1 1 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claim 27 over 
Henson in view of Conklin, stating that, "it would have been obvious. . .to modify Henson 
with the teaching of Conklin et al. to include a multivariate negotiation engine for the 
purposes of negotiating all multiple variables to include price, terms, conditions, etc." 
The Examiner noted that Henson fails to teach iterative, multivariate negotiations over a 
network, but suggested that it would be obvious to modify the "method for providing 
customer configured machines at an Internet site" as taught by Henson with the "iterative 
negotiation engine" of Conklin. 

Applicant notes that independent claim 27 now recites, inter alia, "receiving from 
the supplier an automated response including an accommodation based on the 
customer specified availability date" (emphasis added). This limitation is discussed at 
several places in the specification, including page 15 lines 11-19, page 18 lines 8-15, and 
page 20 lines 3-17. Applicant asserts that Henson, Conklin, and the combination of 
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Henson and Conklin do not suggest the invention of claim 27. Further, Applicant notes 
that even if one were to modify Henson with the teachings of Conklin, the combination 
would not amount to the instant invention of claim 27 because any negotiations would 
require manual rather than automated response to customer specified terms. 

As discussed above, Henson teaches that "[o]ptions are manually identified as 
worthy of a long lead time warning" such that "shoppers. . .receive a manually-maintained 
listing of all items currently marked as significantly extending system delivery." Because 
Henson discloses only a manual mechanism for lead time warnings in the on-line store 
database, Henson does not disclose or suggest any mechanism by which a seller can 
respond in automated fashion with an accommodation based on a customer specified 
availability date. 

Conklin describes manual negotiations between a seller and buyer through a 
website community, which negotiations occur only by passing documents between 
participants. The Conklin abstract states, "[documents are created by the system during 
the negotiation process." With respect to buyer and seller negotiations, Conklin states, 
"[t]he present invention alerts sellers (and buyers) that a pending offer or counteroffer has 
been submitted, so that they may return to the system to negotiate or resume negotiations. 
Finally, another seller process is order activity. . .which allows the seller to follow the 
activity by e-mail or browser or similar means" (col. 19, lines 31-37, emphasis added). 

Therefore, both Henson and Conklin describe methods wherein a seller manually 
determines information to be communicated to a buyer, which information is then 
communicated to the buyer via an online system. Neither Henson or Conklin or the 
combination describes linking seller and buyer systems such that automated response 
occurs between buyer and seller systems. Thus, neither Henson or Conklin or the 
combination suggest, teach, or motivate the invention of claim 27. 

Dependent claims 28 and 29, which depend directly from claim 27 and inherit all 
the limitations thereof, are patentable over Henson or Conklin or the combination thereof 
for at least the reasons advanced above with respect to claim 27. 

Independent claim 3 1 is patentable over Henson or Conklin or the combination 
thereof for substantially the same reasons advanced above in connection with claim 27. 
Specifically, claim 31 now recites, "receiving from the supplier over the Internet an 
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automated response including an accommodation based on the customer specified 
availability date" (emphasis added). As with claim 27, neither Henson nor Conklin nor 
the combination suggest, teach, or motivate the invention of claim 31. 

Dependent claim 32, which depends directly from claim 31 and inherits all the 
limitations thereof, is patentable over Henson or Conklin or the combination thereof for at 
least the reasons advanced above with respect to claim 31. 

For the reasons advanced above, the Applicant submits that all of the claims now 
pending in the application are patentable over the prior art of record. The Applicant 
therefore requests withdrawal of the outstanding rejections and passage of the application 
to issue. If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, the Applicant requests that the Examiner telephone the undersigned 
Applicants' representative at the number set forth below. 



Applicant respectfully submits that the rejections of all claims by the Examiner in 
the Office Action of April 15, 2003 have been traversed. In particular, the above remarks 
demonstrate that Henson does not anticipate all elements of the claimed invention. 
Neither Henson nor Conklin, either individually or in combination, teach all of the claim 
limitations in the claimed invention. Thus, upon consideration of the above remarks, 



Applicants submit that the application is in condition for allowance, and respectfully 
request the issuance of a Notice of Allowability. 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 
Yuri Smirnov 





Eric Worthingtoft, Reg. No. 50,910 
Carr & Ferrell LLP 
2225 East Bayshore Road, Suite 200 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
Phone: (650) 812-3400 
Fax: (650)812-3444 
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APPENDIX 




In the Specification 

Second paragraph on page 10: 



Configuration engine 210 receives the customer s input rrom 0I~2057ancHs 

further coupled to inventory library 230 and to supplier system 220. Inventory library 
230 provides configuration engine 210 with a library or catalog of selectable features that 
correspond to a particular configurable product. The inventory library 230 may also 
contain the constraints associated with each selectable feature. This library of selectable 
features can be presented to UI 205 via configuration engine 210. Thus, the customer 
201 can have access to all the selectable features of the desired product. 



Second paragraph on page 1 1 : 

In one embodiment, UI 205 (e.g., running as an application on a customer's 201 
computer), configuration engine 210 and supplier system 220 are all remotely located 
with respect to each other. The coupling between such remote blocks is provided by a 
conventional on-line connection (e.g., an integrated services digital network line, a digital 
subscriber line, a Tl line, a cable line, or other known on-line connection[-] types. In an 
alternative embodiment, configuration engine 210 can be locally located with respect to 
UI 205, or with respect to supplier system 220. Likewise, UI 205 can be local to supplier 
system 220, and remote to configuration engine 210. The coupling between the local 
blocks can be provided by a conventional hardwire connection, or alternatively, by a 
conventional wireless connection. Inventory library 230 is typically local to 
configuration engine 210, and the coupling between the two is conventional. However, 
inventory library 230 may also be remote from configuration engine 210. Those skilled 
in the art will recognize various other configurations that may arise depending on the 
nature of the business involved and the relationship between the parties involved (e.g., 
consumer, retailer, wholesaler, manufacturer, distributor, or vendor to manufacturer). 
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In the claims. 



)nce Amended) A method for configuring a product that is associated with a 
number of configurable features, wherein tne method allows a customer to dynamically 
interact with a [ suppli e r ] seller of the product over the Internet during the configuration, 
the method comprising: | 

receiving into a configuration application of the seller a selected feature; 
communicating to a manufactur ;r the selected feature; 




product selected by th e cus 



receiving from the [ supplier ] manufacturer an automated response including an 

availability date that corresponds 



to [a] the selected feature [ of th e 
tom e r ]; and 



updating an in-process bill of materials to reflect that selected feature. 




2. (Once Amended) The method 
repeating the steps of receiving 
feature, communicating 



<jf claim 1, further comprising: 
into a configuration application a selected 



availability date, and u] 

is complete thereby yield 



o a manufacturer the selected feature. 



receiving from the manufacturer an automated response including an 



pdjating a number of times until the configuration 
njig a completed bill of materials. 



3. (Once Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving from 
the [ supplier ] manufacturer an automated response including an availability date is 



preceded by the step of: 

communicating the selected feature to [ the supplier ] a vendor . 



4. (Once Amended) The method of jslaim 1, the method further comprising: 

in response to the received availability date being unsatisfactory to the customer, 

communicating a customer specified availability date to [ th e suppli e r ] at 

least one of the seller and manufacturer. 
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5. (Once Amended) The method of cpim 1, wherein the availability date received 
from [ th e suppli e r ] the manufacturer is in response to a customer specified availability 
date communicated to [ the suppli e r ] at leasjt one of the seller and manufacturer . 



6. (Once Amended) The method 
from the [ suppli er] manufacturer is in 
communicated to [ the supplier ] at least 



response 



on; 



7. (Unaltered) The method of claim 
deriving, from the in-process bill o f 



of claim 1, wherein the availability date received 
to a customer specified price 
of the seller and manufacturer. 



1, further comprising: 

materials, an in-process manufacturing bill of 
materials that reflects the received availability date that corresponds to the 
selected feature. 



8. (Unaltered) The method of claim 
receiving a price that corresponds 



10 



1, the method further comprising: 
the selected feature. 



9. (Once Amended) The method o^ claim 8, the method further comprising: 
in response to the received price being unsatisfactory to the customer, 

communicating a customer specified price to [ the suppli e r ] at least one of 

the seller and manufacturer. 



10. (Once Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the price received [ from th e 
suppli e r ] is in response to a customer specified availability date communicated to [the 
suppli e r ] at least one of the seller and manufacturer . 



1 1 . (Once Amended) The method of 'claim 8, wherein the price received [ from th e 
suppli e r ] is in response to a customer specified price communicated to [ th e supplier ] at 
least one of the seller and manufacturer. 
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12. (Once Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein a relationship between the 
customer and the r suppli e r ] seller has a configuration side associated with the customer, 
and a resource planning side associated with/the [ supplier l seller , and that configuration 
side-resource planning side relationship is respectively one of a consumer-seller 
relationship, a seller-manufacturer relationship and a manufacturer- vendor relationship. 



13. (Unaltered) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

in response to the price of the selected feature being determined on the 

configuration side, deriving an in-process pricing bill of materials from the 



wherein the in-process pricing bill of materials 
ected feature; and 

in response to the price of the selected feature being determined on the resource 
planning side, deriving th j in-process pricing bill of materials from an in- 
process manufacturing bill of materials that is derived from the in-process 
bill of materials and reflects the received availability date of the selected 
feature. 



in-process bill of material 
reflects the price of the se 



14. (Once Amended) A system for configuring a product that is associated with a 
number of configurable features, wherei i the system allows a customer to interact with a 
supplier of the product over the Internet during the configuration, the system comprising: 
a configuration application for receiving a product feature selected by the 

customer, and for validating a number of constraints associated with that 
product feature; 

a communication module coupled to the configuration application for 



communicating the selecteji product feature to the supplier, and for 
communicating over the Internet an availability date of that product 
feature from the supplier tc the configuration application; and 
a first storage area coupled to one of the configuration application and the 

communication module for storing an in-process bill of materials that 
reflects the product feature selected by the lusefl customer . 
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15. (Unaltered) The system of claim/ 14, wherein after the customer has completed 
the configuration, the in-process bill of materials represents a completed bill of materials. 



16. (Unaltered) The system of claim 14, wherein in response to the availability 



date being unsatisfactory to the customer, 



customer specified availability date to the supplier 



17. (Unaltered) The system of clain 
response to a customer specified availability 
communication module. 



e communication module communicates a 



14, wherein the availability date is in 
date communicated to the supplier by the 



18. (Unaltered) The system of claim 14, wherein the availability date is in 
response to a customer specified price com municated to the supplier by the 
communication module. 

19. (Unaltered) The system of claim 14, wherein an in-process manufacturing bill 



of materials is derived from the in-process 
date of the selected product feature. 



bill of materials, and reflects the availability 



20. (Unaltered) The system of claim! 14, further comprising: 
a second storage area coupled to one! of the configuration application and the 
communication module for storing an in-process manufacturing bill of 
materials that reflects the availability date of the selected product feature; 
and 

a third storage area coupled to one of the configuration application and the 

communication module for sto] ing an in-process pricing bill of materials 
that reflects a price of the selec ed product feature. 



21. (Unaltered) The system of claim 141 wherein the communication module is 
also for communicating a price of the selected product feature from the supplier to the 
configuration application. \ 
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22. (Unaltered) The system of claim 2|, wherein the communication module 
comprises: 

an availability date communication module for communicating the availability 
date of the selected product feature from the supplier to the configuration 
application; and I 



a price communication module for a 



cfmmunicating the price of the selected 



product feature to the configuration application. 



23. (Unaltered) The system of claim 
customer and the supplier has a configuratic 



14, wherein a relationship between the 
n side associated with the customer, and a 



resource planning side associated with the supplier, and that configuration side-resource 
planning side relationship is respectively one of a consumer-seller relationship, a seller- 



manufacturer relationship and a manufactur 



24. (Unaltered) The system of claim 



r- vendor relationship. 



23, wherein: 

in response to the price of the select* ;d product feature being determined on the 
configuration side, an in-process pricing bill of materials is derived from 

s, wherein the in-process pricing bill of 
materials reflects the price ofithe selected feature; and 
in response to the price of the selected product feature being determined on the 
resource planning side, the in-process pricing bill of materials is derived 
from an in-process manufacturing bill of materials that is derived from the 
in-process bill of materials and Reflects the received availability date of the 
selected feature. 



25. (Once Amended) The system of claim 14, further comprising 



a user interface coupled to the configuration application for allowing the 
[ttsefl customer to interact with the system. 
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26. (Unaltered) The system of claimf 14, further comprising: 
an inventory library coupled to the configuration application for providing the 
customer a number of product features that can be selected to configure 
the product. / 



27. (Once Amended) A method for configuring a product that is associated with a 
number of configurable features, wherein the method allows a customer to dynamically 
interact with a supplier of the product over the Internet during the configuration, the 
method comprising: I 

communicating a customer selected product feature to the supplier; 

receiving from the supplier an availability date that corresponds to that selected 
product feature; 

in response to the availability date t eing unsatisfactory to the customer, 

communicating a customer s pecified availability date to the supplier; and 
receiving from the supplier an automated response including an 



accommodation based on th 5 customer specified availability date. 

28. (Unaltered) The method of clairi 27, further comprising: 
updating a bill of materials to reflect the accommodation received from the 
supplier. 



29. (Unaltered) The method of claim 27, wherein the accommodation is one of an 
availability date that satisfies the customer specified availability date, and a reduced 



price. 
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30. (Once Amended) A process for 



configuring a product that is associated with a 



number of configurable features, wherein the customer dynamically interacts with a 
[ supplier ] seller of the product over the Internet in order to define a set of sales 
parameters that includes an availability da^e of at least one of the configurable features, 
the method comprising: 

responsive to the customer selecting a feature of the product, receiving from [the 
suppli e r ] a manufacturer gin automated response including an 



availability date that corresponds to that selected feature; 
responsive to the received availat ilitv date being unsatisfactory to the 



customer, communicating 



a customer specified availability date to the 



manufacturer; 

updating an in-process bill of materials to reflect that selected feature; and 
in response to the customer being satisfied with the sales parameters, submitting a 
completed bill of materials to the rswfrherl manufacturer . 

3 1 . (Once Amended) A computer program product, stored on a computer readable 
medium, for configuring a product that is associated with a number of configurable 
features, wherein in response to the computer program product being executed by a 
processor, the processor performs the steps of: 

receiving from a supplier over the nternet an availability date that corresponds to 

a product feature selected bjy a customer; 
in response to the availability date :>eing unsatisfactory to the customer, 

communicating over the Internet a customer specified availability date to 

the supplier; and 

receiving from the supplier over the Internet an automated response including 
an accommodation based on the customer specified availability date. 

32. (Unaltered) The computer program product of claim 31, further comprising: 
updating a bill of materials to reflecttthe accommodation received from the 

supplier. M 
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33. (Once Amended) A computer 



P r P- 



customer, communicating 



manufacturer; 

updating an in-process bill of materials 
in response to the customer being s tisfied 
including the availability 
completed bill of materials 
Internet. 



dste 



10 



►gram product, stored on a computer readable 



medium, for configuring a product that is associated with a number of configurable 
features, wherein in response to the computer program product being executed by a 
processor, the processor performs the steps of: 

responsive to a customer selecting a feature of the product, receiving from a 
[ suppli e r ] manufacturer over the Internet an automated response 
including an availability dz te that corresponds to that selected feature; 
responsive to the received availability date being unsatisfactory to the 



a customer specified availability date to the 



to reflect that selected feature; and 
with a set of sales parameters 
of the selected feature, submitting a 
the r suppli e r ! manufacturer over the 



34. (Once Amended) A system for 



configuring a product that is associated with a 



number of configurable features, wherein tl e system allows a customer to interact with a 
supplier of the product over the Internet during the configuration, the system comprising: 
[a] configuration application means for receiving a product feature selected by the 

customer, and for validating a\number of constraints associated with that 

product feature; 

[a] communication module means coubled to the configuration application means 
for communicating the selectedvproduct feature to the supplier, and for 
communicating over the Internet an availability date of that product 
feature from the supplier to the configuration application means; and 

[ a first ] storage area means coupled to one of the configuration application means 
and the communication module means for storing an in-process bill of 
materials that reflects the product feature selected by the user. 
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35. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein 
manufacturer over the Internet is provided b; 



tl>e availability date received from the 
a supply chain planning (SCP) system. 



36. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein 
manufacturer over the Internet is provided 
system. 



37. (New) The method of claim 30, whereii 



tlf e availability date received from the 
an enterprise resource planning (ERP) 



the step of communicating a customer 



specified availability date to the manufactui er is followed by receiving from the 
manufacturer an automated response includ ing an accommodation in response to the 
customer specified availability date. 

38. (New) A method for selling a configurable product incorporating at least one feature 
to be selected by a customer, the method fo - each selectable feature comprising: 

(a) receiving a feature selection; 

(b) updating an inventory library based upon the selection to reflect constraints 

imposed by the selection; 

(c) providing the selection to a supplier; 

(d) receiving information from the supplier comprising at least one of availability 

date and price for the selection; 

(e) where customer desires are not satisfied, providing at least one of a customer 

desired availability date and a customer desired price for the selection; 

(f) displaying accommodation data from the supplier corresponding to the 

customer desires; and 

(g) updating at least one of a manufacturing bill of materials, a pricing bill of 



materials, and a configuration bil 



39. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein 
a plurality of availability dates and a plurality 



of materials based on the selection. 



the customer desires comprise at least one of 
of prices for the selected feature. 



{00094573vl } 



26 



PA2377US 



40. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein 
selection from the supplier further comprises 
availability dates and a plurality of prices foi 



1 



he step (d) of receiving information on the 
receiving from the supplier a plurality of 
the selected feature. 



41. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein 
the configuration bill of materials. 

42. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein 
the manufacturing bill of materials. 



the pricing bill of materials is derived from 



he pricing bill of materials is derived from 



43. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein t 
manufacturing bill of materials, a pricing bill 
materials is based upon the accommodation 



le step (g) of updating at least one of a 
of materials, and a configuration bill of 
from the supplier. 



dita 



44. (New) A system for selling a configurable; product incorporating at least one feature 
to be selected by a customer, the system comprising: 

an inventory library coupled to a configuration engine for providing a catalog of 
selectable features that correspond to a particular configurable product; 

a user interface coupled to the configuration engine for displaying selectable 
features and for receiving customer desires; 

a supplier system coupled to the configuration engine for providing at least one of 
availability information and price information to at least one of the user 
interface, the configuration engine, andi the inventory library, and for 
providing accommodation data to the configuration engine in automated 
response to customer desires communicated to the supplier system; and 

a configuration engine for validating the customer desires against constraints 
associated with the selectable features, fojc determining whether the at least 
one of availability information and price information meet customer desires, 
and for communicating specific customer desires to the supplier system. 
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45. (New) The system of claim 44, wherein the user interface, configuration engine, and 
supplier system are remotely located with 'respect to each other. 

46. (New) The system of claim 44, whersin the configuration engine further comprises: 

a configuration application, 
a price communication module, 
an availability communication mddule, and 
means for creating and updating at least one of a configuration bill of materials, a 
manufacturing bill of materials, and a pricing bill of materials. 



47. (New) A method of selling from a sup ?lier a product that consists of at least one 
selectable feature to be chosen by a customer, the method comprising: 



displaying to a customer a selectab 
availability date of the selo 



e feature and at least one of price and 
table feature, 

conveying to a supplier at least onepf a customer desired availability date 

and a customer desired pricel and 
supplying an automated response including an accommodation from the supplier 

based on the at least one of apustomer desired availability date and a 

customer desired price. 



48. (New) The method of claim 47, wherein the customer is chosen from one of the set of 
retailer and wholesaler and manufacturer and distributor. 



49. (New) The method of claim 47, wherein thd supplier is chosen from one of the set of 
retailer and wholesaler and manufacturer and distributor and vendor. 



{00094573vl} 



28 



PA2377US 



SENT BY: COMBINENET, INC. ; 412 S21 6102 ; JUL 03 7:26PM; PAGE 1 




ATTORNEY'S DOCKET NUMBER PA2377US 

DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare: 

My residence, posl office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the subject matter which is claimed 
and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

"Extended Product Configuration Techniques" 

the specification of which was filed June 29, 2000 and allocated Application Number 
09/608,356. 

I hereby state I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claims. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information material to patentability as defined in 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56, indud ing for continuation-in-part 
applications, material information which became available between the filing date of 
the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of the 
continuation-in-part application. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code §119(a)-(d) or 
(f) or §365(b) of any foreign application for patent, inventor's or plant breeder's rights 
certificate, or §365(a) of any PCr international application which designated at least one 
country other than the United States of America, listed below and have also identified 
below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent, inventor's or plant 
breeder's rights certificate, or any PCT international application having a filing date 
before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 

Prior Forei gn Applica tion: 

RECEIVED 



JUL 2 * 20»3 

GROUP 3600 



SENT BY: COMBINENET, INC. ; 



412 S21 6102 ; JUL 03 7:29PM; 



PAGE 2 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code §1 19(e) of any United 
States provisional application listed below. 7 

Provisional Appliratimv 



None 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code §120 of any United 

States, ksted below and, insofar as the subject martyr of each of Z dalTof i 
application is not disclosed in the prior United State, or ptt t\ ^ , 0x15 

ttS d« * ? *=g"h*»* §1* which became »vailab.e between 



United Sfajpg Applirafinn. 

None 



SEND ALL COKRESPONDENCE TO: 



CARR&FERRELL LLP 
2225 East Bayshoie Road, Suite 200 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
TEL: (650) 812-3400 
FAX: (650) 812-3444 



SENT BY: COMBINENET, INC. ; 



412 621 6102 ; 



JUL 03 7:29PM; 



PAGE 3/4 



». toW Sate, Cod/and CTuZStr ^ " ,faS, *» »«» - ™- 18 of 



Full name of first inventor: yttti c • 1 4 n A 



Residence Address: 



MulmgAddre** U»ks, Otherwise Specified) 



SENT BY: COMBINENET, INC. ; 412 821 6102 ; JUL 03 7:29PM; PAGE 4/4_ 



"7 "■°* n ™o°n known to ft., M^,,,, ,„ . * W ™* ■«*>*• ■ duly to dtata, to tf* 

zoning of this section are: C ° r P fosec ««™ «* - P^nt o Pp , icatioil within ^ 

0) Had, inventor named in the application; 

is an obligation to assign the application. ° r '° whom there 

paragraph (b) of this section, which bccan^avaU^L l?'^ '° P atentabi %' ■« «ta6nod in 



